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without thinking of any immediate reward.
Louis XV loved peace; he had an instinctive horror
of war; and he hastened to seize every opportunity
of putting an end to massacres that made the
battle-fields run with blood. His brave and
courageous bearing in the field won him his
soldiers' admiration and affection; however, the
sight of the dead lying on the cold earth and
buildings burned or in ruins, and ravaged fields,
filled him with profound sorrow.

The Due de Luynes has painted him for us as
a man whose heart was full of pity for the widows
and orphans, and all -who waited in vain for one
they loved; a man who always thought of the
empty places, the tears and sorrows of parents and
'wives and brothers and sisters. Human life had
a great value in his eyes; he wanted to set some
limit to warfare and was grateful to Marshal de
Saxe for looking after his troops.

As he leant over the beds of the dying or heard
them draw their last breath, when he 'was assailed
by the stench of the charnel-house, he realized the
ignominy of man's struggles against his fellow man,
an ignominy imposed on him by nations greedy
to conquer and to plunder, ravening nations ever
ready to grind down the weak and seize their
goods. After 1740 the king had a remarkable man
as his adviser, and fell under a most valuable in-
fluence acquiring new insight that was to do him
service. Indeed the whole-hearted confidence Louis
bestowed on Marshal de Noailles seems to have
been very happy; and its fruits were many.